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TAGS: ETRD.EEC.FR 

SUBJECT: MTN: FOOTNOTE ON FRENCH TARIFF POSITION 

REF: PARIS 1150 

1 . IN CONVERSATION JANUARY 30 FRENCH MISSION OFFICER 
STATED THAT, AS EMBASSY PARIS REPORTED, THERE HAD BEEN 
A SPLIT BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER BARRE AND PRESIDENT 
GISCARD ON THE QUESTION OF A 40 PERCENT TARIFF CUT WITH 
THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ADVISERS WORRIED ABOUT POSSIBLE 
ELECTORAL REPERCUSSIONS IN FRANCE. MAIN REASON WHY 
BARRE CARRIED THE DAY WAS THAT GISCARD HAPPENED TO 
BE AWAY ON AFRICAN TRIP WHEN FRENCH GOVERNMENT REACHED 
FINAL POSITION. HINTON 
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